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[bookmark: _Hlk207351658]Providing ODOT Spending Flexibility
Recently, ODOT stated that in order to prevent layoffs and service reductions, they needed new funding or “the flexibility to use existing funding in new ways.” 
Oregonians have been extremely clear – they overwhelmingly oppose the Governor’s $5.8 billion proposal. They do not want more taxes.   
According to the Oregon Department of Transportation, just over $300 million is enough to stop layoffs, fill some vacant positions, and restore many service levels. 
Each of the following funding streams are currently limited by statute, effectively stating they cannot be used for ODOT Operations & Maintenance:
· Privilege Tax: $66 Million
· $30 Million: Zero Emission Incentive Fund
· $36 Million: Connect Oregon
· Multimodal Active Transportation Fund: $9 Million
· 1% SHF Bike/Ped Allotment: $20 Million
· Custom Plates: $8.5 Million
· Transportation Operating Fund: $60 Million
· Payroll Tax: $310 Million
Total Dollars Available for Reallocation = $473.5 Million
It is important to remember that what is put in statute by lawmakers can be undone by lawmakers. This is not a new concept. The Legislature does this often. 
The House Republican proposal gives ODOT the flexibility they need to use existing dollars for their most pressing needs – without raising taxes. 
This proposal keeps all other provisions of LC 2 in place minus any new taxes and the constitutionally dubious proposal to allow unelected bureaucrats to raise taxes.
Addressing The Tentative Salem Cherriots Tax Hike
Recently, the Salem Area Mass Transit District which operates Cherriots, has discussed taking advantage of a legislative loophole that would allow them to impose a new employer payroll tax without any public vote or input. House Republicans are offering an amendment that would ensure unelected bureaucrats, on Governor appointed transit boards, are not allowed to impose a new payroll tax on employers without a vote of the people.
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