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OREGON SENATE REPUBLICAN CAUCUS
SPECIAL SESSION NO NEW TAX PROPOSAL
SRO Proposed Amendment Requests:
1. Eliminate PLA Executive Order
· The governor’s unilateral executive order requiring PLA agreements on ODOT projects has created an undue burden on Oregonians, driving up transportation costs. As the Oregonian editorial board noted: “The order discourages competition, making projects significantly more expensive, as an ODOT report found, concluding the agreements can increase costs by up to 20%.” Senator Bonham’s amendment removes the governor’s special-interest mandatory PLA agreements on ODOT projects. 

2. Require ODOT and DOJ to Report to the Joint Transportation Committee on Restructuring the ADA Settlement 
· The ADA settlement was initially projected to cost the state around $18 million. Due to inflation and other factors, the settlement has ballooned to approximately $1.8 billion. Senator Bonham’s amendment would require both ODOT and DOJ to conduct a study and return to the Joint Transportation Committee with a report on what it would take to restructure the settlement and a timeline for ADA project completion beyond the 2032 agreed settlement.
· ODOT is using federal GARVEE bonds to pay for curb ramps to nowhere under this settlement, and those federal bonds are some of the most flexible funds that could potentially be used for ODOT’s operations and maintenance. 
· The report must include recommendations on how to limit the amount ODOT is allowed to let the DOJ settle without legislative approval. 

3. Eliminate the Clean Trucks Mandate
· These rules and standards are currently unattainable. The state is wasting time and resources continuously revising rules around this unachievable mandate. It is time to eliminate it and help provide price stability to the market. The amendment would eliminate this mandate.

4. Eliminate the EV Mandate
· Oregon’s Advanced Clean Cars II (ACC II) regulation requires all new passenger cars, light-duty trucks, and SUVs sold in the state to be zero-emission vehicles (ZEVs) or plug-in hybrids by the 2035 model year, starting with 35% ZEV sales in 2026. Oregonians are already burdened with everyday costs. These administrative rules make vehicles more expensive for Oregonians. The amendment would eliminate this mandate.
5. DMV Data Protection
· It was recently reported that the Oregon DMV is selling Oregonians’ personal data. This is unacceptable. Adopting this amendment would immediately protect Oregonians’ data. 

6. Protecting Legislative Constitutional Oversight of HCAS
· The Oregon Constitution requires that taxes for roads be proportionate to the damage different vehicles cause. Heavy semi-trucks pay more than average cars because their weight does more damage. The governor’s current bill would diminish the Constitutional authority of the legislature to make these tax adjustments and hand that authority to unelected bureaucrats. It is an executive power grab. 
· The provision we want to eliminate in the governor’s tax bill can be found in Section 12 of the bill. Senator Bonham’s amendment would simply remove this provision. 

7. Redirect Money from the Governor’s Slush Fund (Climate Protection Program, CPP)
This amendment is combined with number 8 on this list. 
Governor Kotek has continued the Climate Protection Program, which is projected to significantly raise energy costs on Oregonians. The amendment would:
· Note that DEQ has been dishonest about the money that will be collected under this scheme. Technically, the state will not bring in revenue from this program. The reason is that DEQ created administrative rules to direct all the money into the coffers of nonprofits for pet projects. This is unacceptable, fiscally irresponsible, and unaccountable. The Senate Committee on Energy and Environment held a hearing on this program at the end of the 2025 session. The Democrat chair was surprised that DEQ had not done any due diligence on revenue estimates and stunned that they did not know how much nonprofits would benefit from this scheme. 
· Recognize that this can be a significant source of money to help ODOT with operations and maintenance. Although the agency cannot provide solid numbers, we have an idea due to similarities with the cap-and-trade proposal. During the legislature’s failed attempt to pass cap-and-trade in 2019 and 2020, revenue estimates from fuel under that program suggested, according to The Oregonian and revenue estimates at that time, that in year one, the program “...roughly translates to gas price increases ranging from 19 cents to 72 cents a gallon. By 2030, it’s forecast between 36 cents and $1.45 per gallon. And by 2050, when the policy reaches full effect, per gallon prices could rise between $1.51 and $5.64.”
· This potentially would bring in hundreds of millions for ODOT operations and maintenance and aligns with Oregon’s Constitutional requirement that taxes on fuel be spent on roads and maintenance.
· Redirect money taxed from fuel under this scheme to the State Highway Fund, as required by Article IX, Section 3a of the Oregon Constitution.






8. ORS Changes to Reallocate Current Funding & Climate Protection Program (CPP)
	Reduction Option
	Total 
	Impact/Notes 
	ORS

	Redirect FHWA funding from the Innovative Mobility Program for other eligible uses. Redirect TOF funds to operations and maintenance. 
	10,000,000
	The OTC allocated Federal Highway Administration formula funds and Transportation Operating Funds to this Program, which aims to improve historically underserved communities’ access to public and active transportation. The FHWA funds could be reallocated to other types of projects, but redirecting TOF funds to O&M or roadway projects would require a statutory change.  
	184.642

	Redirect FHWA funding from the Oregon Community Paths Program for other eligible uses. Redirect TOF funds to operations and maintenance.
	39,163,168
	Community paths is funded by FHWA Transportation Alternatives funding, funding from the Multimodal Active Transportation Fund dedicated by the Legislature, and Transportation Operating Fund Revenue. Redirecting other state funds to O&M or roadway projects would require statutory changes
	184.642 & 367.091

	Redirect Bicycle and Pedestrian Program Funding 
	47,000,000
	The Bicycle and Pedestrian Program builds and improves bike lanes, sidewalks and crossings along state highways. It is required under the 1971 Bike Bill (ORS 366.514) that directs at least 1% of the State Highway Fund for walking and biking. Redirecting funds to O&M or other types of projects would require a statutory change. 
	366.514

	Redirect Passenger Rail Funding 
	38,000,000 
	This funding goes to Oregon passenger rail, primarily the Amtrak Cascades service to Eugene. State law dedicates revenue from custom license plates to passenger rail service. ODOT also provides off-road fuels tax to the service. 
	802.100

	Redirect Vehicle privilege Tax funding 
	35,000,000
	State Law dedicates a portion of the 0.5% vehicle dealer privilege tax on new car sales to Connect Oregon projects for rail, marine/port, and aviation improvements that benefit Oregon’s economy. Redirecting funding to roads in 25-27 would require cancelling Connect Oregon that have already been awarded. Requires Statutory Change. 
	320.435

	Redirect TOF funds from the climate office 
	11,000,000
	Most funding for the Climate Office comes from federal grants that cannot be redirected. Redirecting Transportation Operating Fund resources provided for the Community Charging rebate program and other purposes to O&M or other roadway projects would require a statutory change. 
	184.642

	Climate Office Reductions 
	7,700,000
	Combination of federal savings ($4.7m) and other state savings from Transportation Operating Fund (TOF) ($3.5M). Eliminates funding for MPOs to conduct regional scenario planning and reduces match for federal funds. An amendment to the TOF statute would be required to allow this to be redirected to operations and maintenance or construction projects. 
	Not listed. Probably 184.642

	Eliminate Community Charging Rebates
	8,000,000
	ODOT has dedicated Transportation Operating Fund (TOF) money to the Community Charging rebate program for the installation of EV charging stations. An amendment to the TOF statute would be required to allow this to be redirected to operations and maintenance or construction projects. 
	Not Listed. Probably 184.642

	Redirect State Transportation Improvement funds to Operations and Management or Other uses. 
	306,700,000 
	State law, established in HB 2017, designates the payroll tax and other revenues for public transportation; funding goes to transit providers across the state for public transportation services.  Redirecting funding to highway purposes could be done with a change in statute.
	184.751-766



Total: $502,563,168 
Total taking only $100M from STIF: $302,563,168 
The above are simple statutory changes that will allow ODOT some flexibility to shift funds around. There are dozens of other areas that money could be found.
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